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Es Saadi Gardens @ Resort

IN MARRAKECH, 10 VILLAS ILLUMINATE THE GLORIES OF THE EAST

Architecture by Aziz Lamghari/Text by Elizabeth Lambert/Photography by Marina Faust

eautful Marrakech is
the accessible side of
the exotic—the ro-
mance and jostle of
the faraway made tamiliar by
legacies from the West. The
geography is Africa, while the
history and polideal inclinations
owe much to Europe. There is
the tradigonal rammed-curth
construction of North Africa.
There are palaces with the or-
nament brought by invaders
from Andalusia and villas with
the Art Déco style brought by
administrators of the 20th-cen-
rury Irench Protectorate. Mar-
rakech is booming.
Which is good, if challeng-
ing, news for hotels. Guests are
likelv o be voung, stressed,

short of time and accustomed
to luxury. The Bauchet-Bouhlal
family, three generadons who
have owned and shaped the fa-
mous Is Saadi Gardens & Re-
sort, have delivered more than
Jhuvury with the villas recendy
constructed on the hortel’s
grounds. IFach of the 10 villas
is a different fantasy. a licde pal-
ace designed to showcase the
best of the world's architecture,
from Indin to Rome.

Although each villa has
luxurious amenicies such as
24-hour buter service and its
own heated pool, the real in-
tent is to surprise, to take visi-
tors to other worlds.

Big dreams seem to run
in the family. Jean Bauchet
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brought new life to war-weary
Paris by developing the Moulin
Rounge and the Casino de Paris.
In the carly 1950s, alter dining
with one of his clients, a pasha
from Marocco, he followed
his new friend’s advice and
visited Marrakech. That was
all it took. He stayed, bought
20 acres of empry land just
outside the gates of the walled
medina and builc a casina. Flis
dancers from Paris came for
the opening. Josephine Baker
and Mavrice Chevalier came
too. Word got our: This was
the place 1o he.

People flew in from Paris
for weekends—it was all cop
hats, black des and jewels.
The glamorous set dhat went to

Apove: Jean Bauchet’s Es Saadi hotel,
completed in 1966 in the heart of
Marrakech, was quickly adopted by
jer-sceters and celebriges. Recently,
the Baucher-Bouhla) family added
10 luxury villas to the property,
each one showeasing a unique cul-
roral and architectural style.

Ovprosir: Elisabeth Baucher-
Bouhlal designed the interiors of the
villas, including the two-story Maha-
mdja's Villa, a triburc to India. The
clephant sculpture, she says, is meant
o symbolize the splendors of Hin-
du art. A copper balustrade gives
the cenrer staircase metallic Juster.









Orrosiit: A cupola, one of four, tops the dining area of
the Favorite Villa. The grand cupola alone required
more than eight months to complete. The dining area
leads out to the pool, which was fashioned into a heart
shape to avoid removing a stand of palm trees.

Deauville and Evian during the
summer went to Marrakech for
the winter.

A hotel adjacent to Bauchet's
casino came next, and he asked
the new king, Hassan 11, to
choose its name. By royal sug-
gestion, the new hotel was
called Es Saadi, meaning “the
contented one” but also a refer-
ence to the Saadian dynasty.

That was 1966. Soon thereaf-
ter, Cecil Beaton photographed
Mick Jagger heside che pool;
Princess Margaret arrived, and
so did Pierre Balmain. T'he rich
aud the famous followed.

In 1966 Elisabeth Bauchet-
Bouhlal joined her father at
the hotel, and in 2001 her son,
Jean-Alexandre, became part
of the family ceam. They used
theiv collecdve imaginations to
concelve the villas, which Jean-

e

Alexandre calls “a bit of Orien-
tal craziness, 10 hideaways that
take a new generation of guests
down a path of dreams.”

The architect for the proj-
ect was a family friend, Aziz
Lamghari, a Moroccan well
known for palaces around the
world. The instructions they
gave him? “Have fun.”

He did. His only restric-
tions were that each villa must
be very comfortable and no
trees were to be cut down. As
Elisabeth Bauchet-Bouhlal
puts it, “We could all be foolish
together. Every day someone
had a new 1dea. We wanted too
much of everything, but the ar-
chitect kept the balance

She designed the interiors
as though they were her own
home, using antiques from
around the world that she and

ABOVE LErT: A carved wood canopy bed anchors the
Favorite Villa’s bedroom. Remote-controlled draperies
can close off the space from the living arca. Apove
Ricirr: The poolside terrace of the 1001 Nights Villa is
surrounded by olive trees.

her husband had collected.
“We had a dream and didn't
know whart it was,” she says,
“but when something beaua-
ful comes along, you have to
take it.”

Moroccan crafismen are
good—very good —and the
hlml\ knew that it you Jive in
a treasure land, you must take
advantage of it. Locals wove
fabrics, forged metal and em-
broidered linens with motifs
specihc to each villa.

There are indeed treasures
of all kinds, but these days it
is often the simple luxuries
that can be the most difficult
to find. Sun in winter, the

music of hirds, the scent of

orange blossom and jasmine,
the serenity of the garden aftec
a morning lost in the souk—
all are here, but for many, the

greatest luxury 1s total privacy.

The villas, along with their
gardens and pools, are well
hidden—only an occasional
dome can be seen above dense
plantngs and marture trees.
Guests are driven directly to
the door of their villa. Celeb-
rities stay, and nobody knows
they are there.

These villas are built for
dreams. They are also an un-
spoken acknowledgment of the
rich architectural heritage of
Marrakech, right for the place
and right for the ame. O

Es Saadi
Gardens & Resort

212-524-44-88-1
www.essaadi.com
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The private poo{)}l.he lush Persian
Villa, located in the middle of Es
Saadi's gardens. The villa’s sky-blue
walls are covered in tadelakt, tradi-
tional Moroccan ph*ter. which
reflects light in suchja way that the
luminosity scems to come from
within the walls themselves.
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