cgumno

T o) o WN
'CHRISTMAS

e s - 2!1o 8 DECEMBER 2008
& '.'INTEEVIEWS FASHIGN; COOKERY CROSSWORDS; SHORT STORY, GARDENING

gJ CAIRY GODM OT- . -

is backein
L|verpoo\_;__

" §KIING IN

T T s I Woi: " - W

SHERLOCK
HOLMES _ ANDORRA
and the women -~ and the

in his life

JOSECURA &
the top tenor who. *
is also a conductor

Dolomites

R

and composer %
PLUS =

1 festive quiz B
= a vet's Christmas: g
= art books for presn.jptﬁ

HOLIDAY AND JOB ADVERTISEMENTS EVERY, WEEK 4 9>
' FIND YOUR [DEAL HOLIDAY HOME TO RENT, JOBS FOR: |
INANNIES, AU PAIRS, MOTHERS! HELPS, COOKS, CHEFS !
LY -'-WARDENS MATRONS AND OTHER VACANCIES' = 1 U 9 ??0023 ris14 Bl




It seemed rather indulpent:
was il really worth Mying
10 Marrakech for only two
nights? | nsked the lody on
the planc beside me
"0Oh yes!™ shereplied.
“That's what prople do
nowsdeys. My doupliter went
to Bareelonn for one night for
o party — wish | could hove
done (hot in my doy!™
Slightly reassuced, 1 felt
o thrill of onticipulien a5 we
walked ou! of the nirport past
o lnrge bed of cacti. it wos hot,
+ the sky was entirely blue ond

MARRAK
MENTS

when we flopped Into our
umxi, the driver greeted us with
a charming smile es e pinced
n contoiner of conl bollled
waler by our feel

Out of the loxi window [
could sec wide, dusty streels
with low-lying houses of thick,
pinkish walls, Men dressed
in long robes, or gandera
{as ! Inier discovered Lhey
were culled) were waolking
ond riding bicycles.

This wnz my first visil to
an Arab country —ood it wis
excitingly unltke anything
I had experienced before.

Qur holel was only o
15-minute drive from the
airport, just outslde the walls
of Maormkech's old walled
city ar medina. Driving up to
the mein entrance, I thonght
we hod taken o wrong hum ond
gone into the King's poloce
— bu! no, we wer sloying in
o poloce of our own — the
Es Sondi Poloce.

Es Saadi means “the happy
one™ and, o5 1 soon lound out,
it would be n misernble guest
indecd who could not find
contentment within its wolls,

Weary travellers, we
probably foiled to admire the
fwo enormous meint horses by
the entrance, complele wilth o
white-robed Morocean guard,
his fearsameness displaced by
o dlsorming smile. The inlerior
ol the hotel was like 0 lemple
or mosque — o huge, domed

On a flying visit fo the Moroccan
city Gillian Spickernell finds the

medieval hustle and bustle of the

medina and the mezze feasts, fit
for a sullan, quite unlike anything
else she has experienced before

celiing beneaih which wes o
circulnr pool decorated wilh
rings of fresh roses. In one
comer, on & cushioned seat -
of red and gold cloth, sat o
smiling man surrounded by
silver plotlers aod teapols, o
tray of sweetmeats at his side,
Ag hosprang up o great us, his
yellow pointed slippers peeped
owt from beneah his gnndom
ns he poured some mint teo
into eplowred glasses for us.
Recognising that I was

1: Ea SaodiGardéns
and Rasori has 10,
individially, designed
{ hoarrlus villai, &ach
with'lts;awn pool
2. Enloying o gloss
. of reviving mint fea
after o busy day's
'S sightsesing in the clty
1 3 ond 4. A varlaty
i of entertolners,
Induding musidons
ond snoka-charmers,
perfarm in Dieman El
Fna, the maln square .

being cuptivoted by this exolic o IJ"lc dork Moroccen night,

cotmtry, Lhere wesn't much
T could do to resist.

1 could hardly wait to
explore the meding buy, first,
thot evening, there was tobe n
Morocean [east — nnd {east is
the only word fit 1o deseribe
the succession of delicious
me=zz dishes broupht for us
1o ndmire belore being served.

Scated in the Es Sandi
Paloce's splendid domed
restaurand, leoking oul on

n selection of suleds were
presented — eggplent and
lomate, peppers, Gnioos ond
cucsmbers. Then, shredded
lver, tiger prawns ond henped
vepelnbles, followed by bowls
of fish, chicken with lesmon,
and Jomb with almands and
dried fruils. Dish ofer dish
NMowed belore me like o mimpee
- but my stomach confirmed
thot this was no illuslen.
Behind us, a musiclon was




pluym%sn stmngely shoped

“lute. His high-pitched vaoice
cotlledd out platntively as his
fingers plucked ot the strings.

It was as if he hod become -
an expreseiva instniment.
Occosionally he would laok up
and gmile, before hls lute and
sang posscssed him once more.,

It wna past | Lpm wlien the
dishes of erushed mind, whipped
crenm ond e were seoved, Our
feasn, finally, drew o o elosé

and semetime nfter midnight
I retumed to the calm of my
baleony and listened to the

. sound ol cicadas dnd eroaking

frops. By now, the moases
of swooping birds, so noisy
ot dusk, hed retumed {o thelr
trees pnd fellen silen).

Bud the nipht's stillness
evaporaled in the npise ond
hubbub of the old walled city
the following moming, We
werc inken there by homse amd
carringe and the slow pace

. gave us time to inkein the

proups of comels leR tied
up (presumobly while their
rasters went shopping).

As we came closar, the
impressive city wall resc up
before us, Built of dricd mud

mixed with lime and six miles

{10%am) long, its dusky pink

colour glowed under the bright
sun. Birds dorfed in and out of

its pitted holes.
The carrinpe deposhied

o usal one of the woll's eight

entrmoces, or baks, where o
grovp of old men sot in the

shade, wenying wool. What
musl they think af we tourists?
Our puide, Aziz, explained Liml
the urbanisation of the meding
began in 1070 when mosgues
ond fountains were builk.
Privacy was af the uimast
imponeoce in prchilecturnl
deslgn and wenl hand-in-hand

}  with modest behaviour. For

exnmiplz, when shopping, i
youvould nfrd an cxpensive
item that your neighbour could
nol, then o spare his (eelings,
you would concenl i

Tusning inlo the medinn’s
entrmnee we stepped back in
{ime. From dork nlcoves set
Into walls, theat, vegelnbles,
fruil ond spices were for sale.
Momoeenn housewives, covered
from head-lo-toe, assessed the
produce, young boys pedalled
pasi swiltly on bicycles ond
shopkeepers peered at us &s
they ‘;:Elcd gn:d:.

"Bul this is not wha it was,™
carnploined Azlz “Now young
people don't wont to sclf
meal. They just woni La sell
souvenlre. No meat, just look!"

Around w3 were bewildering
rows of multi-coloured lenther
slippers, mirmors, hots, wooden
bles, trinkets and jewellery.

We tumned Iel, then right,
then inio an alley thot Jed to o
smaller nliey, which Ied into an

® even tnler one., 1t was exciting

1o be earmpletely lost bat ta
know ot the same time that
you were quite snfe.

“Now [ will show you the

monufacturing districl,” Aziz
announced ond, suddenly, the
smell ol glue hil rue, o3 hoys
siuck the soles on Lo sllppers,
ond bicked and et at lenther
to make beits ond shoes,

Spartis fizzed in the dimmess
5 ane mun welded a piece of
jronwork. Another opemsied a
Inthe with his twisted fool to
preduce o chess-piece of cednr
woed thol, before | knew it,
he bnd turned Into n neckloce
for me. “Aztz — helpl | eried,
for I hadnt ked time to oeoui
any small chonge to pay him,

Our senses overwhelmed,
we oczepted the offer of mint
Len [ the bosement of o rug
merchant's shop where we
were given a lesson on whot
tn ook for when buying.

A succession ef designs
was pareded [n froat of us aod
we were lold by the owmer
(hat Jombswool i the best -
ils fut keeps the wool plump

aod it does nol shrink or bum.w

Reluctanky, we hended back
acToss (the main SGuore 10 pur
owniting curringe. It would
have besn wonderfal (o retum
hiere ot dusk when the squore
comes alive with ol kinds of
strange chamelers, from snake-
churmers 1o soalhszyers, but
we did not hove time,

Bock ot the Es Soodi we had
a Xi-gong leszon in the parden,
Forming a circlz end fillowing
the (eaches's movements, we
embarked on a series of slow
cxeroises — a little like 1'ai ch,
and reputedly ofbenefivto the
internn! organs.

The doy's events hod wom
e outand 1 escaped to #il
by the pool, gozing up ol the
engnnous palm trees and
relaxing [n 1be lnte-aRemoon
sun, pargecusly warm ofler o
leisurely swim.

Sao big I5 th gorden the
amid the fush greenery it
is hord to believe you ore
petwntly b the middle of a city,
of i.2million people {the const
is 0 twe-hour drive oway).

A buggy drives visilors 10
differcnt paris of the parden,
ond we were oken to see §0
of the sesort's opulent villas —
ench ene ult to o differert
deslgn, ond eath one fit for
a princess.

Two nighte [ hod stayed in
Murmkeeh ~ was it warth it?
The nnswer |5 definitely yes,
Especinl ly i, fike me, you
ore lucky encugh to stay of the
Es Sondi Poloce. =
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