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Es Saadi
Gardens

& Resort,
Marrakech

by Sarah-Jayna Smith

“Alt that glisters is not gold™
said the Prince of Morocco in
the Shalespearian tate, The
Merchant of Venice. The Prince
was busy vying for lhe aiiec-
tions of lhe illustrious Paortia
at the time, and may not have
noticed the Es Saadi Palace
Hotel being built, 3 Midas ha-
ven where if it glisters ils gold;
and yau'ra more likely to see a
happy go-lucky Porsche, than a
damsel in distress.

The Es Sead! Gerdans & Resort Hotal In
Marrakech, |s enchantment and opulence.
You {esl llka royalty entering tha Palace be-
tween two antique caelvary horses, gliding
Into the anomous lobby fashlonad with a
great lountain under e carved cupola.

Tradltlonal mint tea |s served to part-time
princes end princasses on arrival. The
gentieman serving does so in traditional
dress, which adds to the sense that you re-
ally are In an oasls foldad inte the middla
of tha dasart.

Sltuetad In the heart of Marmahech, fac-
ing the Atlas Mountsins, the Es Saadl
Gardens & Resort Hotel |e surrounded by
beaut!ful tangerne, lemon, bougalnvillea
and paim traes, This beauty evokes en ofd
movie feal which linger as the sun sats.
The hatsl Is a run by the Bauchat-Bouhlal
family and It was first butlt In Lthe 1950's
whan tha Rolling Stonas and the Getty's
stayad, Lhough It's difficult to imagina Mick
and Kelth complalning aboul *not gettin®
no satlsfactfon’ hare.

The Hollywood feel has been hept alive,
and today Lha Falace plays hosl to many
blg screan stars during its flim festivals,
gussls Includae the reflned Sssn Connary
and a latter day Merchant of Vanlca, Al
Pacino.

Situstled In the Hivernaga, tha qulet resk
dantal area of the city, tha hotel is half-
way from the anclent town of Medine end
a8 modern town called Gueliz. Trensport
Is not & case of gatting e came| through
tha eye of & neadie, the alrport Is oply tan
mimas by car. You can hell & "small taal’,
usually an old styla fiet panda, which can
takes up Lo three peopla, or tha madium
tauls, usuelly & Marcedes.

BUSINESS SPAIRESORTS

As with the surrcundings In Marrakach
thare Is a vast diffarance In the newly da-
veloped Marrakech and Lhe enchanting old
town, The feature of the old town |s one of
the buslasl squares In Africa — Dlemmaea el
Fna. The squsre comes allve at night wilh
the bustling of acrobals, dancers, snaka
charmers and fortune tellers and wornder-

"...stay in a place wera the
marmalade at brealfast is
made fresh from the orange
trees in the garden..."

ful Moroccan food Is cooked fresh, such as
the tagine; or If you are faaling advantur-
ous, treditional shesp’s brelns which sre
served silll in tha poor animal’s skull - this

exparience Is posslbly where Lhe phrese -

‘sheaplsh’ comes from.

Each floor of the Es Saed| Gardans &
Resort Hotal ts themed with a ditferant
colour. Our floor was Mejorelle blue. Each
room Is decoretad individually, Including
the marble flooring In the bethroom and
tha traditional Berbar rugs on the foors,
The rooms ara axquisits, In the kingly
sensa of Lhe word, The staff couldn't be
more eccommaodeting. They even go to the
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point of sprinkling fresh rose petals over

the bed each day — uy nol leaving Lhis
place as s spolit littta princasst in this re-
spect The Paleca Is Ideal for hunemouﬁ-
ars but aqually so for business ravellers
naeding to relax, .
Thera are two pgols, one which [s heated
ell yser round, with a bar In the middle.
The Orenta! Spa facilltles are excellant;
with the encient ‘hemmeam’ and black
soep rub baing offered as a speclallty,
end speclal It certainly is. If you are feal
Ing more anergellc, there Is also a lannis
court and an axerclsa room with e qualk
flad trainer on she. ’

"The square comes alive at
night with the bustling of acro-
bats, dancers, snake charm-
ers and wonderful Moroccan
food, cooked fresh, such 85
the tagine; or if you are feel
ing adventurous, traditional
sheep’s brains which are
served still in the poor anl-
mal's skull — thls experience
is possibly where the phrass
‘sheepish' comes fram.

Ditferent resiauranis within the huge land-
scaped complex offsr varied dining. The
Legon & Jardin has an open kitchen and
offers Intarnational and Mediterranean
cuisine next to the gardens end pool; La
Cour de Uon hes some of the best Morec-
can culsing, It ts sluated on the top flaor
of tha Pelace end its deslgn is insplred
by the Alhambra Palace. The Es Saadl|
also beasts the first Casino Lo be built In
Morecco, completed in 1952, and It has
B nightclub described as the “hippast in
Morocco' besad within Lhe Caslno.

For tha business traveller, every room has
Wi, and there are nina maeting rooms,
sach decoretad lo tha highest Moroccen
style. The hotel can also ba used for re-
captions end banguets eccommodsating
up 10 two hundred people.

if you enjoy a littls heat then the weather
In Morocco should nok causa you any con-
cemn. Merrakech weather Is usually sunny
all yasr round, with relstively warm sum-
mars end mild winlar days. The nights
can be very chilly however. Marrakech |s
blessed with distinct seasons: its winters
are followed by dellghtful springs, followed
by scorching summars after which the
tand experlancas relnfeli meking autumns
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that bit cooler.

The Es-Saadl Gardens & Resort Hotel Is
the epllome of opulence end rest within
a bustling clty, It's a place ftlled with hls-

“Sltwated In the heart of Mar-
rakech, facing the Atlas Moun-
tains, the Es Saadi Gardens &
Resort Hoter 1s surrounded
by beautiful tangerine, lemon,
bougainvillea and palm trees.,
This beauty evokes an old
movie feel which linger as the
sun sets...”
1

tory and intrigue. Tha clty seems o casi
n spell over enyone who visits, ansur-
Ing that you return ime and again, If for
no other reason than to stay In a placa
ware Lhe marmalade at braakfast s made
fresh from the orange treas in the gerden,
Princaly!

Rales ai The Es Saad) Gardens & Resort,
newly opanaed Palacae start from 5200 Dh
{approx £361) par room par nlght In a
Junler Sulte

www.essaadl.com
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