APRIL/MAY 2008

4 TN -
[ |. L I8

|
W 4

}.,_D_iversitydﬁia' S|

)
-
Y




AbpueThe€sSaudl  Bgures birar thls onl — Mamen teporied
Gerfers MERr Moroten  cnore i 160,000 UK wrrivab in ihe T

Destinations | NORTHAFRICA

A trio of treats

sty irsvelless exn e traditional hoapduivy
of Lhe highent quadity bn ihe verled epenarh

hnﬁﬂmﬁn&ﬁmﬁdﬂ:bmmhmnﬂml
3 L 1 ‘JK 114 el nbe

resouts of Haeth Al lishighlighite gre sumes~

'Eordlmu l(‘u rqm\orl.mwﬁw; divexiny,” s

nw-fmmth:mqnumor‘ rech b the
idyof Cako L“&rlhcmud-

+ 1

£ 2 gt Tlon Bext Troredd,
"\’nu\rpncvu-ydrtngﬁmn Roman ruiss o ke ferdd
e, the Adbas BToirtualos ke the Sk £ spretactisrly
brzutlful=znd juris e hotrorasy from the UK

&0Hn Wl'm. 1
he olieatiom of lh: blnlrend nurk:l, Marazot, Tun.hb
sl By, They g bisrdets, huthey

celainly thare ;hu sbllizy 10 =iz 1he 1emes, Ang rrhlle
thert's o thomage of culiural émilaritles, exch pravides
travelemetlencessharare yery much nftheir avm making.
Beit oprlent risdy, Ard Sz diving, Mhorok
by, amd trekklng, 1im e or eren
StarWamidus, they reell kere,

Securdiy conttrd renwin o nigyllag
{getar Jor mave eervows invellere, but Ln
vwiderierms therzgion's prod uctand aecer -
Wby have never beep Letier. Viitor

661 Amilhay 2008} Wy Troval

North'Afriza
Whst'snewtade MY

Wharmioast JC

"1 vesln herury diee remabo dhe 2rey i ol
wroured Mankech, Flibovg)h thellies ol Foz and Broai
« EHDNG My aikeen = won'l leave expediationg snlig
M= Bgypr, mesnrhile, b dre nrovt widey dereloped
hiph-end infrutniaiore in Lhe reglon, baf
sneing the irditlonal Apatha Chripbe era
pubeflu Csiroond Lysor propertic with
thse madeerveheen o Sharen B Shalkh mod
EFGouea The epaning of the Purt Gk
5D, dmhpmmt [u-n-uzh lwqp&l} Ia
triajent & foture.

Vidoos o Tunliia arc Thely o fGnd

themehra haced eyher ot of picl sty

"u88

Destinations § NORTHAFRICA

For high-end clients seeking diversity, North Afilca is a land of contrasts, From mountains
to desert and the traditional to the trendsetting, there's something for ail. By Ben Lerwlll
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{1 In Marocco, luxury investment is centred inand around
Marrakech — theré are currenty more than 40 high-end
construction projects under way in the city. The latest
is the 10-villa Es Saadi Gardens & Resort (www.essaodi
camy), unveiled inlate 2007 and already boasting the likes of
Mati Dillon, Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprioinits
guest book. Properties such as the Angsana portfoliofwww,
angsana.com/en/marrokech/index itmi), Riad Meriem
(www.riodmeriem.com) and L Mansion (www./mansion.
com) are also proving popular choices for exclusive puests,
while the likes of Four Seasons, Rocco Forte and Banyan
Treeareallintheprocéss of ofering fresh luxury product of
their own. The W brand will debut in North Africa with a
150-room hotel, golfand residence property in Marrakech
in mid 2010 {(www.whatelscom), The six-suite Maison MK
opened in February (www.maisonrmik.com). An hour south
of town, meanwhile, Oukaimeden ski resort is currently
undergoing investment tothe tune of $4bn.

{1 Meanwhile, Tunisia continues to strengthen its five-star
product. The Hasdrubal Prestige is due 1o open on Djerba
in April,as s sister property The Hasdrubal Thalassa & Spa
Yasmine Hammamet (www.hosdrubol-holelcom), The
1berostar Tabarka Beach (www.iberostar.com) has opened
on the Coral Coas, and the boutique Tunisia Palace (www.
goldenyasmincom) hasbeen inaugurated in thecapital,

3 The Port Ghalib Resort {www.discoverportgholibicom)
opened in mid-November on Egypt's Red Sea Riviera, of-
fering three five-star hotels: The Palace at Port Ghalib, the
Sahara Sun Sandsond the Sahara SunOasis.

O Located on the Nabg Bay beach, a 297-room Mévenpick
will open later this year. Movenpick Resort Um El Sied will
also open in 2009, while an expansion project on the refur-
bished Mdvenpick Resort on Elephantine Island s due for
completionin 2010 {www.moevenpick-fotels.com).

O Other openings include Le Meridien Dahab Resort
{wwwi.starwoodiotelscom) and the Coral Beach Diving Re-
sort in Marsa Alam. Meanwhile, Four Scasons Hotel Alex-
andria has opened a spa and wellness centre, The Egyplian
market can ealso xpect more properties in the mould of the
Siwa Oasis Ecolodge (Wwww.adrereomelipinet}. The Oberoi
Zahma{www.oberoizahra.com) offersdeluxe Nilecruises,

O Kempinski opens Soma Bay in July; Kempinski Hotel
Royal Palace, Agadir, in mid-2009; Kempinski Hotel Sharm
¢l Sheikh and Kempinski Hotel Marrakech in 2010
(www.kempinskicom),
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Top:EsSaadiGardens&
Resort; above:Four
SeasonsNile Plaza, Egypt;
below: La Résidence des
Cascades, Egypt
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BEST ROOM IN THE HOUSE

Seasite *filla

Le Royal Hammasnet, Tunisia

CHent fit:Large groups.

Why: Analry hideaway for six, with private beach
accessand three bedrooms,

Price: From 1,500 Tunisiandinars (£625) per night.
Contact: www.leroyol-hommomel.com

Corpiclie Swite

Four Seasons Nile Plaza, Egypt

Cllent fit: LongstayersinCalro.

Why: Sumptuousriver-view sulte withaprivatetenace
andmarble bathroom,

Price: From £510 per night

Contact: www.fourseosons.com/caironp

Gavy Player Suite,

LaRésidence des Cascades, Egypt

Client fit: Fairway fanatics.

Why: 120sq mofluxury, giving seaviews overthe
championship golf course.

Price:From£195 pernight.

Contact www residencedescoscades.com

Beghzer Lo

Dar Les Cigognes, Marrakech
Cilent fit: Arabian knights,

Why: An extraordinary room with painted celling
panels, authentic loeal décor and a ling-slze bed
withcarved frame.

Price:From£140 per night.

Contact: wwwilescigognes com

freftine ragnt

LaMaison Bleue, Fez, Morocco

Clientfit: Those whoaresearching for somewhere that
offars braditional luxury.

Why: Elaborately furnished Moorish decadence.

Price: From 2500 Moreccan dirhams (£165) per night.
Contact: www.maisonbleve.com
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